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Contact the Leon Valley congregation at (254) 939-0682 (leave a message).

             

Listen to the Bible Moments radio broadcast Sunday 

mornings at 8:30 on KTEM 1400 on your A.M. dial!

Free audio downloads of the program are available at: 

www.biblemoments.org

From I-35, take the 
Midway exit (# 297).  Go 
south (toward Austin) 
on the feeder road for 
almost one mile.  Turn 
right at the DPS Drivers 
License office.  We are 
on the left.
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The Faith of One’s Old Age
For the eyes of the LORD run to and fro throughout the whole earth, 
to show Himself strong on behalf of those whose heart is loyal to Him.

                                                                                                - 2 Chr 16:9

Thus the prophet rebuked king Asa for running to Syria 
for help.  It was a faith issue for the old sovereign.

Those who are familiar with Old Testament history will 
not be surprised to find a faithless king sitting on the 
throne of Israel or Judah.  What makes this case so sad is 
that Asa was one of the ‘good guys’.   Earlier in his reign 
he had demonstrated his faith in Jehovah (chapter 15);
but now, in his later years, his faith had lost its luster.

For those who have been Christians for many years the 
lesson is sobering.  We may tend to think that faith grows 
with age – that a long record of faithfulness virtually 
guarantees our faithfulness through old age.  

But, it ain’t so.

The faith of one’s old age is maintained the same way it 
was acquired earlier in life – by spending time with the 
Word of God (Ro 10:17).  The same God who ‘showed 
Himself strong’ when we were young will ‘show Himself 
strong’ when we are old – if we have the faith to let Him.
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Defeating Bitterness
You can either have your sins forgiven by the blood 
of Christ, or you can allow bitterness to destroy you. 
Only one thing lifts the depressed spirit crushed by a 
load of sin: confession & forgiveness!  David's ‘music 
therapy’ did not help King Saul. It soothed him 
temporarily, but it did not change him (1 S 16).  Saul's 
own attitudes and actions kept making his condition 
worse, as day by day he brooded with jealousy and 
resentment. Saul's pride and self-centeredness affected 
every aspect of his life. The Scriptures do not attribute 
Saul's madness to ‘sickness,’ nor was his sin excused 
because he was considered mentally ill. Rather, his 
madness and his sin are linked directly (1 S 18:6-11).

Good lives come from good deeds.  Good consciences 
come from good behavior.  From his guilt, David 
cried out, "Day and night Your hand was heavy upon 
me; my vitality was turned into the drought of 
summer" (Ps 32:4).  It was as if God's hand was 
crushing him. He believed his depression was from 
God and he considered it the merciful punishment of 
God warning him and leading him to repentance. 
David acknowledged his sin and sought forgiveness 
(vss 5-7). David's forgiveness restored to him the joy 
of salvation (Ps 51:1-13). As Isaiah said, "Let the 
wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his 
thoughts; let him return to the Lord, and He will have 
mercy on him; and to our God, for He will abundantly 
pardon." (Isa 55:7).

– David Padfield (edited for space)

Just Thinkin’
A pearl of wisdom, passed down through 

time: ‘Never ask a barber if you need a 

haircut’.  We call it a ‘conflict of interest’; 

and, it afflicts more than just barbers.

For example, many of the Jewish leaders 

rejected Christ (at least in public) because 

they valued their position in Jewish 

theological circles more (Jn 12:42-43). 

And, Demetrius the silversmith was dis-

inclined to hear the gospel message because 

accepting the truth would have destroyed 

his livelihood (Acts 19:25-27). These people 

experienced a conflict of interest.  Should 

they preserve their position – or their soul?

And, so it is today.  Whether the pressure 

comes from our job, or from our peers, or 

from our family, the temptation to sacrifice 

truth and principle in order to maintain our 

station, status, or comfort zone can be 

great.  But with our soul on the line, do we 

think there is really an option?

A barber’s dishonesty may earn him a buck; 

but, he sacrifices integrity to get it.  Me-

thinks ‘tis better to let the burr-head be.
Created with Print2PDF. To remove this line, buy a license at: http://www.binarynow.com/




